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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Heonry A, Kiaainger
Aasistent to the Prezidont .
(Haticnal Security &ffairs)

SUBJECT ! Intelligence Alert Mosorandun:
Poauible Conilict in gkg_ﬁ*ﬂﬁmn ‘

1. As the atrvached wvoundup indicataa. GrﬁakrTufkinh tengion
over the Aegean Is at a dangerous level._u__ .

2. YWa continue to believe that bom gavmamzam in their
rational caleulatcicas, want to avold the d&ngeroua~wmd eaaentlally
unpredictable situation of large~scale hostilities over this issue,
Indeed, we would estimate that the chances &re againec eicher side -
delibarataly deciding co Iinitlate war.

3. Wnet 18 equally important, wa rh&mm ﬁ? ”ﬁhAﬁOVEaanﬂt
credits the other with & desive to avold surisuas confllst over this
issue. At the same time, each goverimvzut' in ewore of political
limitations on the other at home, of tha“fﬁat thut therp are some
hawks on the other gide, and that ratiomal. @alcmlﬁ:tiuua may uot -
always prove cuntrallin&. p

4, Indeed, there way be soms aentim@nt in Turkey
For launching & pre-emptive strike sgoainst Greace =~— bafuve the
Turkish military capability declines too far en a ¥esuly of Turkey's
inoability to obtein armeaments., We do mot think this ressuning pre-
vails in the Turkish government. Howvoegr, 't ¢aowt be entlraly
digcounted as & factor. In any case, the Turks are comcerned sbout
Greek reinforcements of certain Aegean Eplends, and soma drys agoe
wide a formal demarche to the aignatuti&s of the 1947 Paris Treacy
pointing out these violations.

5. Maanmhilg, the readiness of bwthfaidas to play "chicken,"”
to keep testing each owhar g resolve —— a,g.?_by Tt kedsh evarflights
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of the islands and Greek shooting at the overflights «~ could easily
bring them into explosive confrontation {n whisb.withor slde felt
strong enough to hack down. L 2 25X9

25X1 6. The Inteliligance Comm nrnd o . . -
cvlose review. ‘

X1 Lo cen on tne asgeen Lorends. recacared by en g niUP of Creek
? Aegeen lslenda, requested by the Fwbassy in Anksra, is

baing prepared in CIA end DIA, The attached current Intelligence L
roundup gives the highlights of the situation &t the mement, C

7. Tllia memorandum has Leen diacuﬁaﬁﬁ-ﬁi’th of f4cen In CIA,
DIA, State/INR and NSA, and they are in agvesime. . -

‘ f—a[é(/; .

¥W. E. Colby
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Greak, Turkish Actions Paster
Likelihood of Serxious Ineidents

The prospect of a serious incoident in the Asgean
Sea is growing as Greece and Turkey.dhnaarx. inoreasingly
ready to take risks in backing up
claims in the area.

Our embasay in Athens was informed by tha Croek
government that two Turkish aircraft violated Quoek
airspace yesterxday, as another 18 Tugkish ploucs flew
a patrol nearby. Greek aircraft in €@ areas wore
ordexred by higher authorities not Lo ongage the
Turkish planeg. BAntisircraft battced sion the inlands
opened fire, but did not hit the Turkish planes.:

The Turkg are sgald to be plaﬁning;"atrong-
retaliatory action" to any Greek attépphks 4o inter-
cept Turkish aircraft. f - - ;
- 25X1

| | recent Turkish Elights
over the CGreek islands in the gastern Acgean were 25X1
hotoreconnaissance missions. | |
the flights are likely to contiy Tha Twks
are zaid to be seeking the locativas oi Grosk wmilltary
concentrations on the islands in oudaz to retaliate
with borbing 1f the Greeks open fir 3 Susiiish planes.

The Turkish press has stepped Eedsyparace of
the Greek reinforcement of the Regman ialznds, and
governmnent officials have protested Greck action in
fortifying some of them. ' o

The Aegean isgue could prove to be a gtrong
rallying point: for a new Turkish GoVEInment bacause 25X6
it is a problem that transconds feotdonal differences.

An insight inte Turkish attitudes toward Gregés ig
provided by| n
\ | the reported establishment of an
Aegean command, 25X6 coo o
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In addition, an army-level Aegean command has
reportedly been set up at Izmir, It would faeilitate
the rapla novement of tradps an&---—improve cofimaand and
control in the event of a confrantation wit'h Creace.
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